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Agenda

Assembly of First Nations (AFN) 

2026 Annual General Assembly
July 14-16, 2026
Rogers Convention Centre  •   Ottawa ON  •   Hybrid

On behalf of the Assembly of First Nations, we look forward to seeing you in Ottawa!

Tuesday, July 14
Time Activity Location

6:30 a.m. Pipe Ceremony Level 3 – Canada Hall 1 & 2

7:30 a.m. Registration Opens Level 3 - Parliament Foyer

9:00 a.m. Circle of Trade Opens Level 3 - Canada Hall 3

8:30 a.m. Opening Ceremony:

•	 Grand Entry – Spirit Wolf Singers
•	 Opening Prayer – Knowledge Keeper Claudette Commanda, 

Kitigan Zibi Anishinabeg First Nation
•	 Host Welcome - Chief Greg Sarazin, Algonquins of Pikwakanagan 

First Nation
•	 Regional Welcome – Ontario Regional Chief Abram Benedict

Level 3 - Canada Hall 1& 2

9:30 a.m. Address by National Chief Cindy Woodhouse Nepinak

10:00 a.m. Adoption of Rules of Procedures for Assemblies  
Adoption of the Agenda

10:30 a.m. Audited Financial Statements and Financial Reporting

Speakers:
•	 Roxanne Ruediger, AFN Chief Financial Officer
•	 Anne-Marie Ethier, Deloitte

11:00 a.m. Resolutions

•	 DR-40, Reinstate the AFN Lands Sector and the Chiefs Committee 
on Lands, Territories, and Resources

•	 ER-01, Upholding Truth and Criminalizing Indian Residential 
School Denialism

•	 ER-02, Reject Efforts to Control First Nations Histories and 
Undermine Rights Recognition 

12:00 p.m. •	 Lunch Break
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Agenda

Assembly of First Nations (AFN) 

2026 Annual General Assembly
July 14-16, 2026
Rogers Convention Centre  •   Ottawa ON  •   Hybrid

On behalf of the Assembly of First Nations, we look forward to seeing you in Ottawa!

Tuesday, July 14
Time Activity Location

1:00 p.m. Plenary Session on the First Nations Clean Water Act 

Introduction:
Regional Chief Brendan Mitchell

Bill C-37: First Nations Clean Water Act

Speakers:
•	 Grand Council Chief Linda Debassige, Anishinabek Nation
•	 Chief Billy Morin, Conservative Shadow Minister for Indigenous 

Services 
•	 Leah Gazan, NDP Critic for Indigenous Affairs
•	 Ginette Lavack, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of 

Indigenous Services

Level 3 - Canada Hall 1& 2

2:00 p.m. Plenary Session on Government Consultation on Streamlining 
Major Projects
Honouring the Duty to Consult and Upholding Environmental 
Protections

Speakers: 
•	 Drew Lafond, MLT Aikins
•	 Chief Lance Haymond, Kebaowek First Nation

3:00 p.m. Council Reports:

•	 Knowledge Keepers Council
•	 Veteran’s Council
•	 2SLGBTQQIA+ Council
•	 National Youth Council
•	 Women’s Council

3:30 p.m. Resolutions

5:00 p.m. End of Day

5:30pm -8:00pm 
National Chief’s Welcome Reception

Starling Restaurant and Bar
54 York Street, Ottawa, ON
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Agenda

Assembly of First Nations (AFN) 

2026 Annual General Assembly
July 14-16, 2026
Rogers Convention Centre  •   Ottawa ON  •   Hybrid

On behalf of the Assembly of First Nations, we look forward to seeing you in Ottawa!

Wednesday, July 15
Time Activity Location

7:00 a.m. Pipe Ceremony Level 3 – Canada Hall 1 & 2

7:30 a.m. Registration Opens Level 3 - Parliament Foyer

9:00 a.m. Circle of Trade Opens Level 3 - Canada Hall 3

9:00 a.m. Resolutions Level 3 - Canada Hall 1& 2

10:30 a.m. Plenary Session on First Nations-First Ministers’ Meeting

Introduction: 
•	 Gina Wilson, Member of Kitigan Zibi Anishinabeg First Nation

Charting the Path to a First Nations-First Ministers’ Meeting

Speakers:
•	 Joanne Wilkinson, Indigenous Relations Advisor – Privy Council 

Office
•	 Chief Jonathan Pasap, White Bear First Nation 
•	 Chief Roderick Gould Jr., Abegweit First Nation
•	 Chief Judi Thomas, Ditidaht First Nation
•	 Chief Joe Miskokomon, Chippewas of the Thames First Nation

12:00 p.m. Lunch Presentation: 
Update from the Settlement Implementation Committee (SIC) on FNCFS  
and Jordan’s Principle Class Action

1:00 p.m. Plenary Session on Child Welfare
Ending Canada’s Discrimination in First Nations Child and Family 
Services Outside Ontario: Update on 2025 CHRT 80 and Next Steps

Speakers:
•	 Regional Chief Francis Verreault-Paul
•	 Dr. Cindy Blackstock, Executive Director of the First Nations 

Child and Family Caring Society
•	 Chief Pauline Frost, Chair of the National Children’s Chiefs 

Commission

Level 3 - Canada Hall 1& 2

1:45 p.m. Resolutions
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Agenda

Assembly of First Nations (AFN) 

2026 Annual General Assembly
July 14-16, 2026
Rogers Convention Centre  •   Ottawa ON  •   Hybrid

On behalf of the Assembly of First Nations, we look forward to seeing you in Ottawa!

Wednesday, July 15
Time Activity Location

3:30 p.m. Plenary Session on Health 

Introduction:
•	 Regional Chief Wendell Labobe

Gaps in First Nations Addictions Treatment Centres and Access

Speakers:
•	 Chief Tim Ominika, Wiikwemkoong Unceded Territory
Dr. Carol Hopkins, CEO, Thunderbird Partnership Foundation 

Men and Boys Mental Wellness Strategies

Speakers:
•	 Chief Leroy Denny, Eskasoni First Nation
•	 Cade Anderson, Men and Boys Wellness Coordinator, Manitoba 

Keewatinowi Okimakanak

Guest Speaker:
•	 Family of Jaali Sutherland-Weenie

Level 3 - Canada Hall 1& 2

4:15 p.m. Plenary Session on Housing Strategy & Infrastructure

Introduction:
•	 Regional Chief Brendan Mitchell

Special Guest Speaker:
•	 The Honourable Mandy Gull-Masty, Minister of Indigenous 

Services

Right to Safe Housing and Infrastructure

Speakers:
•	 Chief Elvin Flett, St. Theresa Point First Nation
•	 Chief Dolores Kakegamic, Sandy Lake First Nation
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Agenda

Assembly of First Nations (AFN) 

2026 Annual General Assembly
July 14-16, 2026
Rogers Convention Centre  •   Ottawa ON  •   Hybrid

On behalf of the Assembly of First Nations, we look forward to seeing you in Ottawa!

Wednesday, July 15
Time Activity Location

5:00 p.m. Resolutions Level 3 - Canada Hall 1& 2

5:45 p.m. End of Day

6:00pm -8:00pm 
Algonquins of Pikwakanagan Cultural & Social Event
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Agenda

Assembly of First Nations (AFN) 

2026 Annual General Assembly
July 14-16, 2026
Rogers Convention Centre  •   Ottawa ON  •   Hybrid

On behalf of the Assembly of First Nations, we look forward to seeing you in Ottawa!

Thursday, July 16
Time Activity Location

7:00 a.m. Pipe Ceremony Level 3 – Canada Hall 1 & 2

8:00 a.m. Registration Opens Level 3 - Parliament Foyer

9:00 a.m. Circle of Trade Opens Level 3 - Canada Hall 3

9:00 a.m. Ministerial Guest Speakers

•	 The Honourable Dominic Leblanc, President of the King’s Privy 
Council for Canada and Minister of responsible for Canada-U.S. 
Trade, Intergovernmental Affairs and One Canadian Economy 

•	 The Honourable Rebecca Alty, Minister of Crown-Indigenous 
Relations

•	 The Honourable Mandy Gull-Masty, Minister of Indigenous 
Services

•	 The Honourable Rebecca Chartrand, Minister of Northern and 
Arctic Affairs

•	 The Honourable Gary Anandasangaree, Minister of Public Safety
•	 The Honourable Tim Hodgson, Minister of Energy and Natural 

Resources 
•	 The Honourable Buckley Belanger, Secretary of State (Rural 

Development)

Level 3 - Canada Hall 1& 2

10:30 a.m. Resolutions

12:00 p.m. Lunch Presentation: 
Future Generations Foundation Annual Report 

1:00 p.m. Plenary Session on the Second-Generation Cut-Off

Introduction by National Chief Cindy Woodhouse Nepinak

Speaker:
•	 The Honourable Mandy Gull-Masty, Minister of Indigenous 

Services

Level 3 - Canada Hall 1& 2

1:30 p.m. Resolutions

4:00 p.m. Closing Ceremony:

•	 Closing Remarks – National Chief Cindy Woodhouse Nepinak
•	 Closing Prayer – Knowledge Keeper Jane Chartrand, Algonquins  

of Pikwakanagan First Nation
•	 Closing Ceremony

4:30 p.m. End of Day


