(Current Date)

Open Letter to Members of Parliament: Support and Prioritize the Advancement of First Nations water legislation 
Dear Members of Parliament: 
Our First Nation submits this letter to call on all Members of Parliament to prioritize and support the introduction of new First Nations water legislation. The water and wastewater crises in First Nations communities require urgent action. Many continue to live without access to safe and adequate water systems. First Nations are 90 times more likely than other Canadians to lack access to running water, and over 30 long-term water advisories remain in place, and in some communities, for decades. 
First Nations have advocated for years for the basic human right to clean drinking water and sanitation. The previous Bill C-61 was the result of years of advocacy and represented a significant step towards addressing long-standing water issues. We call on Canada to put forth new legislation that does not take away or diminish the key priorities that First Nations have long advocated for including:
· Recognition of First Nations’ inherent right to self-government over source waters, source to tap protection is the safest and most efficient and effective cost-effective approach to managing drinking water long term
· Commitment to develop a funding mechanism in collaboration with First Nations for direct and long-term funding
· Important sections on standards, First Nations are entitled to water quality, water quantity and wastewater effluent standards that meet or exceed the highest standards of other relevant Canadian jurisdictions to address the current federal regulatory void
· Provision for transboundary source water agreements ensuring First Nations are involved in all agreements that affect them 
· Commitment to establish a First Nations Water Commission to support the purpose and principles of the legislation
There is opportunity to strengthen the language in new legislation that respects the unique needs, rights and jurisdiction of First Nations, including the Free, Prior, and Informed Consent standard is not undermined. 
The Prime Minister stated his intention to reintroduce water legislation this Spring 2026, we urge all Members of Parliament across all party lines to support and prioritize its advancement through Parliament and the Senate. First Nations have waited long enough for legislation that will ensure every First Nation has access to the clean and safe drinking water, as it is their basic human right. 
With Respect,


First Nation 
