

Letter Template:

The Right Honourable Mark Carney, Prime Minister of Canada
Office of the Prime Minister
80 Wellington Street
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A2

The Honourable Gregor Robertson, P.C., M.P.
Minister of Housing and Infrastructure
Minister responsible for Pacific Economic Development Canada
House of Commons
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6

[Member of Parliament]
House of Commons
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6

[Senator]
Senate of Canada
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0A4
 
Dear [Name],
 
We are writing regarding to request your support for amendments to Bill C-20 An Act respecting the establishment of Build Canada Homes.
 
First Nations are confronting a deepening housing and infrastructure crisis that demands urgent, rights-based action. As recent reports have made clear, the First Nations housing gap is growing. This reality is disheartening as many First Nations continue to experience severe overcrowding, unsafe housing conditions, and persistent issues such as health compromising mold. These conditions are inconsistent with Canada’s legal and human rights obligations.

First Nations are not stakeholders in the Build Canada Homes initiative. We are rights holders whose constitutionally protected title, rights, and jurisdiction must be recognized and upheld in both the legislation and its implementation. Any shortcoming to explicitly reflect these realities within the Act, including within the mandate and governance of the proposed Crown Corporation, raises serious concerns regarding Canada’s obligations under section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982 and its commitments under the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UN Declaration).

As First Nations with Inherent rights and Treaty responsibilities, we are seeking your support for specific changes to Bill C-20 to make sure it supports First Nations with targeted supports and governance structures. Specifically, we are calling on Members of Parliament, Senators, the Minister of Housing, Infrastructure, and Communities, and the Prime Minister to help us avoid perpetuating inequities and amend the Bill to ensure and to support distinctions-based, self-determined housing solutions by ensuring at least one director of the Crown Corporation is First Nations. Section 7 of the Act should therefore be amended to read: “The Corporation has a board of directors consisting of a Chairperson and at least eight but not more than 10 other directors, one of whom is a First Nations person.”  We also want to ensure that it becomes an explicit objective of Build Canada Homes to contribute to closing the First Nations housing gap by accelerating First Nations affordable housing on- and off-reserve.	Comment by Amanda Lamy: Is this going to be tweaked per template letter?	Comment by Josh Gladstone: Tweaked.

Ensuring First Nations participation is not only a procedural consideration, but a necessary one to uphold constitutional obligations. Our approach to governance is reinforced by legislative precedent, including the Canadian Energy Regulator Act, which embeds Indigenous representation within its board structure as per clause 14(2). 

Please help us ensure Bill C-20 reflects First Nations needs and upholds Canada’s commitments under Section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982 and the UN Declaration. 


Sincerely,
 
[Full Name]
[Email]
[Location]



