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TITLE: Support for Sustained Funding for Men and Boys Healing Programs to Prevent 
MMIWG2S and Uphold the 231 Calls for Justice 

SUBJECT: MMIWG2S+, Men’s Healing, Gender-Based Violence Prevention, Justice 

MOVED BY: Chief Angela Levasseur, Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation, MB 

SECONDED BY: Chief Shirley Ducharme, O-Pipon-Na-Piwin Cree Nation, MB 

DECISION Approved by the AFN Executive Committee by consensus 

WHEREAS: 

A. The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UN Declaration) states:
i. Article 7(1): Indigenous individuals have the rights to life, physical and mental integrity, liberty and

security of person.
ii. Article 22(2): States shall take measures, in conjunction with indigenous peoples, to ensure that

indigenous women and children enjoy the full protection and guarantees against all forms of
violence and discrimination.

B. The Final Report of the National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls Calls for
Justice 7.1 through 7.4 highlight the critical need to provide healing, rehabilitation, and prevention
programs for men and boys to help them address root causes of violence, trauma, and gender inequality.

C. The National Inquiry Final Report’s 231 Calls for Justice are often misinterpreted as solely pertaining to a
select gender identity of First Nations people. However, the 231 Calls for Justice are meant to capture
what is required to improve the circumstances for all First Nations people. Like many First Nations
teachings, ensuring that the collective well-being is prioritized and maintained is of utmost importance.

D. In 2023, over 450 MMIWG2S+ survivors, families and grassroots organizers participated in the Assembly
of First Nations (AFN) National MMIWG2S+ Gathering. Input from First Nations included the need to
better support First Nations men, boys, and two-spirited people early on in their lives through prevention,
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mental and emotional health supports, and education. Their input was included in the report Connecting 
Hearts and Making Change: Building on Breathing Life into the Calls for Justice. 

E. AFN Resolution 15/2023, Support for Advocacy and the Establishment of a Working Group to Address
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Men and Boys, provides the mandate for the AFN to advocate for
equitable resources and funds for Missing and Murdered Indigenous Men and Boys (MMIMB), advocate
for solutions to address the disproportionate number of First Nations men and boys who go missing or are
found murdered, and to work with the Attorney General/Minister of Justice, the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police (RCMP), and provincial and municipal polices forces, to commit to devoting greater resources to
investigate unsolved cases.

F. AFN Resolution 86/2024, Support for Gender Inclusive Advocacy directed the AFN to advocate for new
dedicated resources and funding to support work to address the issue of Missing and Murdered First
Nations Men and Boys (MMFNMB), and Call upon the Minister of Justice/Attorney General of Canada, the
provinces, the Department of Justice Canada, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, and provincial and
municipal forces across Canada to commit to devoting greater resources to addressing MMFNMB, to take
action to thoroughly investigate cases involving MMIMB, and to urgently address the issue of police-
related deaths of First Nations individuals.

G. Organizations like Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak (MKO) have launched initiatives such as “Men and
Boys Are Part of the Solution,” which empower First Nations men and boys to heal, reclaim traditional
roles, and become active leaders in ending violence against women, girls, and 2SLGBTQQIA+ persons. In
addition, the Dudes Club Society fosters healing by providing a space to facilitate participant-led
community for men’s health and wellness through events focused on prioritizing supportive relationships
as well as supporting the physical, mental, emotional and spiritual wellness for boys, young men, and
gender diverse youth through youth-led initiatives.

H. Every region in Turtle Island deserves equitable access to funding, training, and support to help First
Nations men and boys prevent violence before it occurs, break cycles of harm, and uphold the dignity and
safety of all people in their communities.

I. First Nations have long upheld sacred teachings that call for balance between the roles and
responsibilities of women, men, girls, boys, and Two-Spirit peoples, rooted in mutual respect, kinship, and
sacred law.

J. Despite the clear direction of the Calls for Justice, programs aimed at healing and engaging men and boys
remain underfunded, short-term, and inconsistent, limiting their reach and long-term effectiveness.

K. The root causes of violence—intergenerational trauma, colonization, poverty, addiction, and disconnection
from cultural identity—require well-funded, culturally appropriate, land-based, and community-driven
healing programs.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the First Nations-in-Assembly: 

1. Support and commend men and boys healing initiatives such as, Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak’s
“Men and Boys Are Part of the Solution”, the Dudes Club Society program, and similar grassroots
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initiatives aimed at helping First Nations men and boys heal from trauma and prevent violence in their 
families and communities. 

2. Call on the Government of Canada, through Crown-Indigenous Relations and Indigenous Services
Canada, to make significant long-term and sustainable funding investments in Indigenous-led healing and
prevention programs focused on supporting First Nations men and boys. Specifically, funding allocations
should be targeted to:

a. Address male trauma and accountability;
b. Provide traditional teachings and Elder/knowledge keeper guidance;
c. Promote respect, safety, and emotional wellness;
d. Build strong male allies in the movement to end gender-based violence; and
e. Not replicate colonial punitive approaches.

3. Urge the Government of Canada to ensure these new investments explicitly reference the implementation
of Calls for Justice 7.1 through 7.4 and recognize that ending the MMIWG2S+ crisis requires engaging
and healing men and boys as part of the solution.


