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FINAL	RESOLUTIONS	

 
 

# Title 
15 Renewed	Call	for	Vatican	Apology	
16 Support	for	the		Indigenous	Heritage	Circle	
17 Implementation	of	the	Federal	commitment	to	forgiveness	of	treaty	negotiation	loans	
18 Support	for	further	study	on	the	targeted	management	of	seal	and	sea	lion	populations	and	development	of	

targeted	management	strategies	
19 Development	of	an	Indigenous	Lacrosse	Association	(ILA)	
20 Support	for	the	development	of	the	Indigenous	Certificate	in	Geological	Studies	at	Lakehead	University	
21 Support	for	Shingwauk	Kinoomaage	Gamig’s	Anishnabek	Discovery	Centre	(National	Chiefs	Library)	
22 Redress	for	the	Forced	Sterilization	of	Indigenous	Women	
23 First	Nations	Participation	in	the	Re-negotiation	of	the	Columbia	River	Treaty	
24 Increased	Focus	on	Disabilities-Centered	Human	Rights	
25 Next	Steps	Distinct	First	Nations	Labour	Market	Strategy	
26 Support	for	a	First	Nations	Safe	Drinking	Water	Legislation	Preliminary	Concepts	
27 Support	for	the	long-term	implementation	of	Jordan’s	Principle	
28 Establishment	of	a	Technical	Working	Group	on	Social	Development	
29 First	Nations	Post-Secondary	Education	Review	Report	and	Recommendations	
30 Realizing	Benefits	for	First	Nations	in	the	Implementation	of	International	Trade	and	Investment	Agreements	
31 Building	on	our	Success	and	Supporting	our	Future	Through	Economic	Reconciliation	
32 Strengthening	On-Reserve	Connectivity	
33 Establishing	National	Economic	Coordination,	Policy	and	Redesign	
34 Support	for	Intervention	in	Ahousaht	Nation	v.	Canada	
35 Aamjiwinaang	First	Nation’s	Request	for	a	Pronouncement	to	Assert	their	Inherent	Right	of	Self-

Determination	and	Enforce	their	own	Taxing	Authority	over	their	own	Territory	
36 Support	to	Pursue	Treaty-Based	Funding	
37 Supporting	Manitoba	Region	Indian	Residential	School	Health	Support	Program	
38 Ensuring	Accessibility	at	the	Assembly	of	First	Nations		
39 First	Nations	Determination	of	the	Path	to	Decolonization		
40 Qalipu	First	Nation	Newfoundland	and	Labrador	Membership	in	AFN	
41 Tribal	Council	Funding	Program	
42 Data	Sovereignty	
43 Reparations	from	the	Northwest	Company	
44 Enhancing	and	Supporting	Tribal	Police	Services	in	First	Nations	in	Canada	
45 2Spirits	in	Motion	Foundation	
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TITLE: Renewed Call for Vatican Apology

SUBJECT: Languages; Residential Schools
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MOVED BY: Chief Michael Starr, Starblanket Cree Nation, SK

SECONDED BY: Chief Reginald Bellerose, Muskowekwan First Nation SK

DECISION: Carried by Consensus

WHEREAS: 

Resolution no. 15/ 2018

A. The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples ( UN Declaration) states: 

Article 8 ( 1): Indigenous peoples and individuals have the right not to be subjected to forced

assimilation or destruction of their culture. 

ii. Article 8 ( 2): States shall provide effective mechanisms for prevention of, and redress for: 

i. ( d) Any form of forced assimilation or integration. 

B. The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada Calls to Action states: 

Call to Action ( 58): We call upon the Pope to issue an apology to Survivors, their families, and
communities for the Roman Catholic Church' s role in the spiritual, cultural, emotional, physical, and

sexual abuse of First Nations, Inuit, and Metis children in Catholic -run residential schools. We call for

that apology to be similar to the 2010 apology issued to Irish victims of abuse and to occur within one
year of the issuing of this Report and to be delivered by the Pope in Canada. 

C. On May 8, 2006, Canada and the Assembly of First Nations ( AFN) entered into the Indian Residential Schools
Settlement Agreement ( IRSSA). 

D. The Chiefs -in -Assembly passed Resolution 19/ 2008, Emergency Resolution on Apology on behalf of the
Catholic Church, directing the National Chief and the Executive Committee to continue to engage in

Certified copy of a resolution adopted on the 24th day of July, 2018 in Vancouver, British Columbia
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ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY

July 24, 25 & 26, 2018, VANCOUVER, BC Resolution no. 151`2018

discussions with the Vatican to pursue a full apology on behalf of the Roman Catholic Church to all First
Nations for their role in the Residential Schools System, 

E. The Chiefs—in- Assembly also passed Resolution 55/ 2010, Actions Necessary to Save First Nations Languages
from Extinction, recognizing the dire state of First Nations languages is the direct consequence of deliberate
state policies that were designed to eradicate First Nations languages, most notoriously through residential
schooling. 

F. The Catholic Church reneged on its obligation to raise $ 25 million to pay for healing programs for former
students and instead raised $ 3.7 million of which only $2. 2 million was donated to help former students. 

G. The legacy of assimilationist policies should be reflected in any relevant legislation in the spirit and intent of
reconciliation. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Chiefs -in -Assembly: 
1. Callon the Government of Canada to ensure that there is a reference to the Indian Residential Schools system, 

and the parties involved, as the principle cause of the drastic decline of Indigenous languages in Canada in the
future Indigenous Languages Act. 

2. Direct the Assembly of First Nations ( AFN) National Chief and the Executive Committee to renew discussions
with the Vatican on behalf of the Roman Catholic Church, to pursue a full apology directed to all First Nations, 
for the Roman Catholic Church' s role in the Indian Residential Schools System. 

3. Direct the National Chief and the Executive Committee to call on the Roman Catholic Church to fulfill their

commitment to raise the remainder of the $ 25 million obligation for the healing of Residential School Survivors. 

Certified copy of a resolution adopted on the 24th day of July, 2018 in Vancouver, British Columbia
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Resolution no. 23/ 2018

TITLE; First Nations Participation in the Re - negotiation of the Columbia River Treaty

SUBJECT: Treaties

MOVED BY: Chief Michael Lebourdais, Whispering Pines/ Clinton First Nation, BC

SECONDED BY: Bonnie Leonard, Proxy, High Bar First Nation, BC

DECISION: Carried by Consensus

WHEREAS: 

A. The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples ( UN Declaration) states: 

Article 3: Indigenous peoples have the right to self- determination. By virtue of that right they freely
determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development, 

ii. Article 18: Indigenous peoples have the right to participate in decision- making in matters which would
affect their rights, through representatives chosen by themselves in accordance with their own
procedures, as well as to maintain and develop their own indigenous decision- making institutions, 

iii. Article 19: States shall consult and cooperate in good faith with the indigenous peoples concerned

through their own representative institutions in order to obtain their free, prior and informed consent

before adopting and implementing legislative or administrative measures that may affect them. 

iv. Article 32 ( 2): States shall consult and cooperate in good faith with the indigenous peoples concerned

through their own representative institutions in order to obtain their free and informed consent prior to

the approval of any project affecting their lands or territories and other resources, particularly in
connection with the development, utilization, or exploitation of mineral, water or other resources. 

B. On May 17, 2018, the Ktunaxa Nation, Secwepemc Nation and Syilx Okanagan Nation were unilaterally told by
the Government of Canada that they would be excluded from direct participation in the re - negotiation of the
Columbia River Treaty ( CRT). 

Certified copy of a resolution adopted on the 24th day of July, 2018 in Vancouver, British Columbia
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Resolution no. 23/ 2018

TITLE; First Nations Participation in the Re - negotiation of the Columbia River Treaty

SUBJECT: Treaties

MOVED BY: Chief Michael Lebourdais, Whispering Pines/ Clinton First Nation, BC

SECONDED BY: Bonnie Leonard, Proxy, High Bar First Nation, BC

DECISION: Carried by Consensus

WHEREAS: 

A. The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples ( UN Declaration) states: 

Article 3: Indigenous peoples have the right to self- determination. By virtue of that right they freely
determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development, 

ii. Article 18: Indigenous peoples have the right to participate in decision- making in matters which would
affect their rights, through representatives chosen by themselves in accordance with their own

procedures, as well as to maintain and develop their own indigenous decision- making institutions, 

iii. Article 19: States shall consult and cooperate in good faith with the indigenous peoples concerned

through their own representative institutions in order to obtain their free, prior and informed consent

before adopting and implementing legislative or administrative measures that may affect them. 

iv. Article 32 ( 2): States shall consult and cooperate in good faith with the indigenous peoples concerned

through their own representative institutions in order to obtain their free and informed consent prior to

the approval of any project affecting their lands or territories and other resources, particularly in
connection with the development, utilization, or exploitation of mineral, water or other resources. 

B. On May 17, 2018, the Ktunaxa Nation, Secwepemc Nation and Syilx Okanagan Nation were unilaterally told by
the Government of Canada that they would be excluded from direct participation in the re - negotiation of the

Columbia River Treaty ( CRT). 
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C. The CRT is the largest territorial infringement experienced by the three Nations including the desecration of
village and burial sites and the destruction of fish stocks, a traditional food source with cultural and spiritual

significance to the Nations. The CRT has turned a once vibrant river into industrial water storage reservoirs

providing hydro generation and flood control for the benefit of the United States, Canada and British Columbia. 

D. Self-determination is a fundamental right of First Nations acknowledged in the UN Declaration and international

human rights law. 

E. Pursuant to section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982, the Crown in right of Canada has recognized and affirmed

First Nations' inherent rights. Therefore, the Crown has a fiduciary duty to protect First Nations rights and title. 

F. The Prime Minister of Canada has made strong commitments to work with First Nations on a Nation -to -Nation
basis. Each ministerial mandate letter reaffirms the Prime Minister' s view that, " no relationship is more
important to [ him] and to Canada than the one with Indigenous Peoples. It is time for a renewed, nation -to - 

nation relationship with Indigenous Peoples, based on recognition, rights, respect, co- operation, and
partnership." 

G. The Government of Canada has committed to support Bill C- 262, An Act to ensure that the laws of Canada are

in harmony with the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which is currently before
the Senate. 

H. The UN Declaration recognizes that First Nations have the right to own, use, develop and control the lands, 
territories and resources that they possess on their traditional lands. Governments must obtain free, prior and
informed consent of First Nations before approving any project affecting their lands or territories and other
resources, particularly in connection with the development, utilization, or exploitation of mineral, water or other
resources. 

I. Canadian law recognizes that consent is also the standard on Aboriginal title lands; " Governments and

individuals proposing to use or exploit land, whether before or after a declaration of Aboriginal title, can avoid a
charge of infringement or failure to adequately consult by obtaining the consent of the interested Aboriginal
group." Tsilhgot' in Nation v British Columbia, 2014 SCC 44, [ 2014] 2 SCR. 256 at para 97. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Chiefs - in -Assembly: 

1. Affirm the right to direct participation in decision- making as a means to pursue self -determination - 

Certified copy of a resolution adopted on the 24th day of July, 2018 in Vancouver, British Columbia
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July 24, 25 & 26, 2018, VANCOUVER, BC Resolution no. 2312018

2. Affirm that all international treaties entered into by Canada must acknowledge and protect First Nations
inherent and Treaty rights which are recognized and affirmed by section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982 and
acknowledge the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

3. Direct the Assembly of First Nations ( AFN) to advocate for the direct participation of the Ktunaxa Nation, 
Secwepemc Nation and Syilx Okanagan Nation in the renegotiated Columbia River Treaty. 

4. Call upon Canada to work with the AFN to develop a strategy for the effective participation of First Nations in all
negotiation and implementation of international agreements entered into by Canada, consistent with obtaining
their free, prior, and informed consent. 

Certified copy of a resolution adopted on the 24th day of July, 2018 in Vancouver, British Columbia
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