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ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY

September 3-4-5, 2025, Winnipeg, MB Resolution no. 20/2025
TITLE: Youth Reintegration Strategy Review
SUBJECT: Justice, Youth
MOVED BY: Chief Edwin Ananas, Beardy’s & Okemasis First Nation, SK

SECONDED BY: Chief Lynn Acoose, Zagime Anishinabek First Nation, SK

DECISION Approved by the AFN Executive Committee by consensus

WHEREAS:
A. The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UN Declaration) states:

i.  Article 2: Indigenous peoples and individuals are free and equal to all other peoples and
individuals and have the right to be free from any kind of discrimination, in the exercise of their
rights, in particular that based on their indigenous origin or identity

ii.  Article 7(1): Indigenous individuals have the rights to life, physical and mental integrity, liberty and
security of person.

iii.  Article 21(1): Indigenous peoples have the right, without discrimination, to the improvement of
their economic and social conditions, including in the areas of education, employment, vocational
training and retraining, housing, sanitation, health, and social security, which are all closely linked
to youth justice outcomes.

iv.  Article 40: Indigenous peoples have the right to access to and prompt decision through just and
fair procedures for the resolution of conflicts and disputes with States or other parties, as well as
to effective remedies for all infringements of their individual and collective rights, Such a decision
shall give due consideration to the customs, traditions, rules and legal systems of the indigenous
peoples concerned and international human rights.

B. The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada, Calls to Action #55 states:

i.  We call upon all levels of government to provide annual reports or any current data requested by
the National Council for Reconciliation so that it can report on the progress towards reconciliation.
The reports or data would include, but not be limited to:
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= Progress on eliminating the overrepresentation of First Nations children in youth
custody over the next decade.

= Progress on reducing the overrepresentation of First Nations people in the justice and
correctional systems.

First Nations have Inherent and Treaty rights to justice and equity within Canada’s legal systems, and
these rights must be respected through culturally appropriate and effective policies that address systemic
inequities.

The Department of Justice stated in their Overrepresentation of Indigenous People in the Canadian
Criminal Justice System: Cause and Response 2019 report:

i.  Aboriginal youth accounted for 46% of admissions to correctional services in the 10 reporting
jurisdictions in 2016/2017, while representing 8% of the general youth population in those same
jurisdictions. Aboriginal youth are overrepresented in both custody and community supervision,
accounting for 50% of custody admissions and 42% of community supervision admissions.
Aboriginal females accounted for a greater proportion of custody admissions among youth relative
to their male counterparts. Aboriginal female youth accounted for 60% of female admissions,
while Aboriginal male youth made up 47% of male youth admissions.

A comprehensive review and analysis of the current youth justice strategy is imperative and must be
carried out with the full and meaningful participation of First Nations leadership, youth, Elders, and
Knowledge Holders to ensure culturally safe and effective alternatives are developed.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the First Nations-in-Assembly:

1.

Direct the Assembly of First Nations (AFN) to call on the Government of Canada to support a
comprehensive review of regional youth reintegration and justice strategies, with a focus on addressing
the overrepresentation and recidivism of First Nations youth in custody.

Direct the AFN to advocate that the review process be led by First Nations voices with experts from a legal
and cultural background, and that collaboration between all levels of governments supports and provides
adequate funding to ensure that the findings of the review inform the development of culturally appropriate
reintegration frameworks for First Nations Youth.
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