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v. Article 23: Indigenous peoples have the right to determine and develop priorities and strategies for 
exercising their right to development. In particular, indigenous peoples have the right to be actively 
involved in developing and determining health, housing and other economic and social programs 
affecting them and, as far as possible, to administer such programs through their own institutions. 

vi. Article 39: Indigenous peoples have the right to have access to financial and technical assistance from 
States and through international cooperation, for the enjoyment of the rights contained in this 
Declaration. 

B. Innovation, Science and Economic Development (ISED) has just completed its consultation process on the 
wireless Spectrum Outlook 2022 to 2026 on November 21, 2022. First Nations connectivity experts and 
providers are working to advocate to government to support spectrum sovereignty ownership through the First 
Mile Connectivity Consortium and have submitted its detailed report and recommendations to ISED.  

C. The natural resource known as electromagnetic spectrum in Indigenous territories is currently governed and 
administered by the Ministry of Innovation, Science and Economic Development through spectrum license 
auctions or other assignments that provide few benefits or revenues to First Nations, and which uses processes 
that require more transparency and proactive articulation in all official languages. 

D. For-profit commercial telecommunications service providers that own spectrum licenses have not deployed 
affordable, adequate, reliable mobile and fixed wireless broadband infrastructures and services in many First 
Nations communities and territories given the lack of a profitable business case. This has resulted in 
lengthened emergency response times and detrimental health outcomes in our communities. 

E. First Nations require adequate, accessible, and affordable access to  fixed and mobile wireless connectivity to 
support services that include but are not limited to Internet, video conferencing, eHealth, online learning, 
government services, economic development, access to financial services, water treatment, climate change 
monitoring and modeling, cultural and language activities, protection and mental health services, food 
sovereignty and security, communication and other community-owned facilities and residences to reduce 
inequalities as part of Canada's commitment to the United Nation's Sustainable Development Goals and to 
health and safety, particularly pertaining to missing and murdered Indigenous people. 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the First Nations-in-Assembly: 
1. Call upon the Government of Canada to immediately stop all sales and renewals of any spectrum licenses and 

permits on Indigenous traditional territories until consultations on the issue of spectrum have been completed 
with First Nations governments and mandated organizations in both official languages. 
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