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Day 1 – Tuesday, September 23, 2025

Time Agenda Item Speakers

7:30am Sunrise Pipe Ceremony 

8:00am – 4:00pm Registration 

8:15am – 9:00am Hot Breakfast (provided) 

9:00am – 9:45am Opening 

Welcome to the Jordan’s Principle Service 
Coordinator Gathering! In the opening 
ceremonies, we will start the gathering in a 
good way with an opening prayer from our 
Knowledge Keeper, the Drum, and remarks 
from leadership.

•	 Knowledge Keeper Ivy Raine,  
Louis Bull First Nation

•	 Chubby Cree Drum Group
•	 National Chief Cindy Woodhouse-

Nepinak, Assembly of First Nations (TBC)
•	 Deputy Grand Chief Bobby Narcisse, 

Nishnawbe Aski Nation
•	 Grand Chief Greg Desjarlais, Treaty 6 

(TBC)
•	 Okimaw Cody Thomas, Enoch Cree  

Nation (TBC)
•	 Wina Sioui, Facilitator

9:45am – 10:45am Jordan’s Principle, a sacred responsibility: 
Achieving non-discrimination for First 
Nations children 

This presentation will critically review 
Indigenous Services Canada’s current 
implementation of Jordan’s Principle, 
alongside Tribunal and Federal Court rulings on 
Jordan’s Principle. Further, this presentation 
will provide an overview of legal avenues 
available to address Canada’s non-compliance.  

•	 Brittany Mathews, First Nations Child and 
Family Caring Society

10:45am – 11:00am Health Break 

11:00am – 12:00pm Decolonizing the Desk: Transforming 
Frontline Support Through Indigenous  
Policy and Advocacy

This session will explore how service providers 
can challenge those barriers from within, using 
advocacy and relational leadership to support 
systemic change.

•	 Joey Belleau, Queen’s University; Toronto 
District School Board Urban Indigenous 
Education Centre
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Day 1 – Tuesday, September 23, 2025

Time Agenda Item Speakers

12:00pm – 1:00pm Lunch (provided)

1:00pm – 1:30pm Jordan’s Principle Storyline

Overview of AFN’s advocacy for Jordan’s 
Principle and long-term implementation.

•	 Jessica Goodman, Assembly of  
First Nations

1:30pm – 2:30pm Breaking Barriers: Our 2 Year Journey 
Coordinating Necessities of Life 

Insights, outcomes and best practices on the 
delivery of necessities of life and support 
provided to Yukon First Nations and First 
Nations families in accessing vital services and 
supports.

•	 Shadelle Chambers, Council of Yukon  
First Nations

2:30pm – 2:45pm Health Break 

2:45pm – 4:00pm From the Ground Up: Navigating complex 
systems and transforming policy through 
Jordan’s Principle 

Rooted in lived experience and political 
advocacy, this presentation will explore how 
Indigenous leaders, service providers and 
community advocates can strategically 
navigate complex provincial and federal 
systems while simultaneously working to 
dismantle the systemic barriers that limit 
equitable access to health services for 
Indigenous families.

•	 Sylvina R Rickard, Shingwauk Kinoomaage 
Gamig

4:00pm – 4:15pm Day 1 Closing

To conclude Day 1 of the Jordan’s Principle 
Service Coordinator Gathering, participants 
will reflect on Day 1 of the Gathering, followed 
by a prayer and drum.  

•	 Wina Sioui, Facilitator
•	 Knowledge Keeper Ivy Raine, Louis Bull 

First Nation
•	 Chubby Cree Drum Group
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Day 2 – Wednesday, September 24, 2025

Time Agenda Item Speakers

7:30am Sunrise Pipe Ceremony 

8:00am – 12:00pm Registration 

8:15am – 9:00am Hot Breakfast (provided) 

9:00am – 9:15am Day 2 Opening

Welcome to the second day of the Jordan’s 
Principle Service Coordinator Gathering! The 
day will begin with an opening prayer and 
drum, reflections on the previous day’s 
discussions and an overview of the day ahead.  

•	 Chubby Cree Drum Group
•	 Knowledge Keeper Ivy Raine, Louis Bull 

First Nation
•	 Wina Sioui, Facilitator

9:45am – 10:45am Walking Together in Relational 
Accountability: Introducing the ALIGN 
Well-Being Toolkit to Support Culturally 
Grounded Service Navigation and Wellness

This session introduces the ALIGN Well-Being 
Toolkit—a culturally grounded, principle-based 
resource designed to support service providers 
in assessing and enhancing the well-being of 
children, youth, families, caregivers, and staff. 
Rooted in Indigenous ways of knowing and 
guided by ethical space, the Toolkit offers 
practical tools, storytelling methods, and 
community-defined indicators across seven 
holistic domains of well-being. It promotes 
relational, reflective, and strengths-based 
practice across all systems that impact 
children and families, ensuring culturally safe 
and equitable supports.

•	 Jacqlyn Padavell and Beverly  
Keeshig-Soonias, ALIGN

10:45am – 11:00am Health Break 
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Day 2 – Wednesday, September 24, 2025

Time Agenda Item Speakers

10:45am – 12:00pm We -are- the system

A keynote based on creating a sense of 
positive belonging, community, and support 
within the child and youth sector. At a time 
when ‘the system’ is viewed with such 
negativity in the media and even by our own 
funders at times, this is an uplifting and 
inspiring discussion about how at this juncture 
of federal policy and public service, the 
expertise in the sector is invaluable. Growing 
and maintaining a -viable- community of 
practice that works for you, is your pathway to 
curating the systemic changes you want to see 
happen. 

•	 Dr. Wraychel Gilmore, Renegade 
Consulting

12:00pm – 1:00pm Lunch (provided)

1:00pm – 2:30pm Regional Discussion Groups:

•	 How is First Nations self-determination 
reflected in the implementation of 
Jordan’s Principle within your region?

•	 What supports are necessary to achieve 
self-determination? (e.g., more Service 
Coordinators, training, infrastructure, 
funding, etc.)

•	 What is the future vision for Jordan’s 
Principle in your region? 

Break out sessions facilitated by AFN staff

2:30pm – 2:45pm Health Break 

2:45pm – 4:15pm Understanding Trauma and Healing  
Through Grief

This presentation will explore how 
reconnecting to ancestral knowledge and inner 
wisdom can support the healing journey of 
both Service Coordinators and the families 
they serve to walk the journey towards 
intergenerational healing.

•	 Lisa V. Wesley, Attawapiskat First Nation 
•	 Summer Rickard
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Day 2 – Wednesday, September 24, 2025

Time Agenda Item Speakers

4:15pm – 4:30pm Day 2 Closing

To conclude Day 2 of the Jordan’s Principle 
Service Coordinator Gathering, participants 
will reflect on Day 2 of the Gathering, 
followed by a prayer and drum.  

•	 Wina Sioui, Facilitator
•	 Knowledge Keeper Ivy Raine, Louis Bull 

First Nation
•	 Chubby Cree Drum Group

5:30pm – 9:00pm Dinner (Served from 6:00pm – 8:00pm)

Networking and Evening Entertainment 
(until 9:00pm)

Tobacco ties, medicine teachings and bath  
salt making

•	 Loretta Tuttauk, Loretta’s Wellness Circle 
Founder, Treaty 7

Day 3 – Thursday, September 25, 2025 

Time Agenda Item Speakers

7:30am Sunrise Pipe Ceremony 

8:15am – 9:00am Hot Breakfast (provided) 

9:00am – 9:15am Day 3 Opening

Welcome to the third and final day of the 
Jordan’s Principle Service Coordinator 
Gathering! The day will begin with an opening 
prayer and drum, reflections on the previous 
day’s discussions and an overview of the day 
ahead.  

•	 Chubby Cree Drum Group
•	 Knowledge Keeper Ivy Raine, Louis Bull 

First Nation
•	 Wina Sioui, Facilitator

9:15am – 10:15am Reconciliation with Self – Inner Reflection 
for Outer Resilience

This session is focused on mental and 
emotional wellness with a holistic approach. 
It’s designed to help individuals overcome 
everyday stressors to with positive psychology 
and inner understandings.

•	 Cher Obediah, Six Nations of the  
Grand River

10:15am – 10:30am Health Break 
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Day 3 – Thursday, September 25, 2025 

Time Agenda Item Speakers

10:30am – 11:15 am Positive Impacts of Collaboration Between 
Services on W8banakiak Child Development 
and Well-being

*Note, this presentation is in French. Please 
pick up a headset at the back, if required. An 
AFN staff member would be happy to assist 
you.

This presentation offers tools to facilitate the 
coordination of requests within communities. 
In addition, it reflects the beneficial effects of 
close collaboration between different services 
(school, community, clinics, etc.) on the 
overall development and well-being of 
W8banakiak children. Using examples from 
field practice, we will explore how a concerted 
approach can improve access to care and 
services and strengthen the safety net around 
W8banakiak children.

•	 Justine M’Sadoques-Plourde, Odanak  
First Nation

11:15am – 12:00pm Demand Your Data – Accessing Data to  
Cost Jordan’s Principle

Waapihk Research will discuss both the 
challenges and opportunities involved in 
accessing data relevant to Jordan’s Principle. 
The presentation will discuss the barriers First 
Nations face in obtaining essential data, 
offering practical strategies to overcome these 
obstacles and improve data access for 
accurate costing.

•	 Dr. Alain Beaudry, Waapihk Research

12:00pm – 12:30pm Closing

Thank you for joining us at the Jordan’s 
Principle Service Coordinator Gathering! In the 
closing ceremonies, participants will reflect on 
the Gathering proceedings and begin their 
journeys home in a good way with a closing 
prayer from our Knowledge Keeper and drum.

•	 Wina Sioui, Facilitator
•	 National Chief Cindy Woodhouse-

Nepinak, Assembly of First Nations (TBC)
•	 Knowledge Keeper Ivy Raine, Louis Bull 

First Nation
•	 Chubby Cree Drum Group

12:30pm – 1:30pm Lunch (provided)


