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First Nations control and deliver holistic and culturally safe 

supports and services so their citizens can access safe and 

supportive housing no matter where they live.
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First Nations Homelessness: Distinct Factors



AFN 10-Year National First Nations Housing and Related 
Infrastructure Strategy

Resolution 79/2019: Action Plan for First Nations 
Homelessness On and Off-Reserve

Resolution 75/2023: Approval and Implementation of 
a National First Nations Homelessness Action Plan 

Resolution 44/2024: Support for First Nations-Led 
Responses to Chronic and Unsheltered Homelessness

Background and AFN Mandates



Physical

Mental

Emotional

Spiritual

• History of Residential Schools

• Forced relocation

• Impacts of Child Welfare

• Loss of Identity

• Disconnection from 

Community and Traditions

• Loss of Language

• Social Issues/Addictions

• Racism and Discrimination

• Intergenerational Trauma

• Loss of language, ceremony and tradition

Root Causes of First Nations Homelessness



Statistics and Context



Action Plan Objectives



Providing direct supports such as income assistance, rent 
or food supplements is seen as one of the most effective 
ways to prevent homelessness in the immediate term. 

Research needed into how gaps in services such as the on-
reserve Income Assistance program contribute to First 
Nations homelessness.

Need to identify resources for First Nations-led support 
programs, including rent or food supplements, transportation, 
and other essentials to support citizens at risk of homelessness.

Prevention: The Importance of Direct Supports



Reaching Home: First Nations Distinctions-Based Funding

• Funding for First Nations to address homelessness through Housing, Infrastructure and Communities 
Canada

• Regional approach: working with regional organizations to get direction from leadership on how funding 
should roll out in each region

• Most regions currently negotiating agreements with INFC or rolling out funding, with some regions still 
determining an approach

• Current funding inadequate relative to the need

• AFN continues to advocate for long-term, adequate and sustainable funding for First Nations to exercise 
their right to care for their citizens no matter where they live
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