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SPECIAL CHIEFS ASSEMBLY
DECEMBER 3 - 5, 2019, OTTAWA, ON Resolution no. 82/2019
TITLE: Support for Continuing Development of Indigenous Services Canada Revised

Operations and Maintenance Policy and Full Funding of First Nations Operations
and Maintenance Needs

SUBJECT: Infrastructure

MOVED BY: Chief Lance Haymond, Kebaowek First Nation, QC

SECONDED BY: Chief R. Donald Maracle, Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte First Nation, ON

DECISION Carried by Consensus

WHEREAS:
A. The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UN Declaration) states:

i.  Article 19: States shall consult and cooperate in good faith with the Indigenous Peoples concerned
through their own representative institutions in order to obtain their free, prior and informed consent
before adopting and implementing legislative or administrative measures that may affect them.

ii.  Aricle 23: Indigenous Peoples have the right to determine and develop priorities and strategies for
exercising their right to development. In particular, Indigenous Peoples have the right to be actively
involved in developing and determining health, housing and other economic and social programmes
affecting them and, as far as possible, to administer such programmes through their own institutions.
This section provides the background information for the resolution.

B. The federal government only funds a portion of the estimated costs for the operations and maintenance (0&M)
of on-reserve community infrastructure such as buildings, roads and bridges, etc.

C. The current funding formulas and cost indices as identified in Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) O&M Policy
are outdated, inadequate and do not provide sufficient funding for First Nations to protect and prolong the life of
their community assets.

Certified copy of a resolution adopted on the 31 day of December, 2019 in Ottawa, ON
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D.

Assembly of First Nations (AFN) Resolution 80/2017, Support for Review of Canada’s Operations and
Maintenance Policy, supported the co-development of new Operations and Maintenance Policy Framework
(O&M Policy Framework) with full involvement of First Nations and/or their organizations, the AFN and the
Chiefs’ Committee on Housing and Infrastructure.

The AFN supports First Nations full involvement in the development of a new O&M Policy working in
collaboration of ISC's Community Infrastructure Branch (CIB).

An O&M Experts Meeting was held in Ottawa in March 2018, which recommended First Nations move to an
Asset Management Plan (AMP) strategy for determining O&M funding requirements and that Asset
Management Pilots be carried out in each region to determine the gap between current funding and fully funded
O&M funding.

The AFN has developed a draft Asset Management Policy which was presented at ten regional O&M
engagement sessions during May and June of 2019. These engagement sessions were attended by
Leadership, public works and capital management staff, tribal council and regional organizations staff, and
water and wastewater operators. These engagement sessions further informed the development of the draft
Asset Management Policy.

The AFN also funded Asset Management Pilots in each region to determine the gap between current funding
and fully funded O&M funding. The pilots have demonstrated that O&M funding formulas ISC uses to determine
funding levels are inaccurate and inadequate and that there is a significant backlog of O&M projects awaiting
funding.

Further collaboration with ISC’s CIB and engagement with First Nations will need to occur to arrive at a
mutually acceptable final new O&M Policy.

The results of the Asset Management Pilots will serve to inform Canada that substantial increases in O&M
funding will be required to support full operations and maintenance funding today and for the future.

The First Nations and Inuit Health Branch (FNIHB) has been formally transferred from Health Canada to ISC.

FNIHB funds or delivers community-based health promotion and disease prevention programs, primary, home
and community care services, health-related emergency management, and programs to control communicable
diseases, address environmental health issues and provide non-insured health benefits to supplement those
provided by provinces, territories and private insurers.

Certified copy of a resolution adopted on the 3 day of December, 2019 in Ottawa, ON
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SPECIAL CHIEFS ASSEMBLY
DECEMBER 3 - 5, 2019, OTTAWA, ON Resolution no. 82/2019

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Chiefs-in-Assembly:

1. Direct the Assembly of First Nations (AFN) to urge the Federal Government to support and provide resources to
fund the continuing development of a new Operations & Maintenance Policy in collaboration with Indigenous
Services Canada and with the full involvement of First Nations and First Nation organizations.

2. Direct the AFN to ensure that all aspects of Operations & Maintenance funding reform specifically include the
services provided by First Nations Inuit Health Branch.

3. Direct the AFN to urge the Federal Government to begin to fully fund First Nations to develop fully costed Asset
Management Plans using industry standards to include awareness, capacity building and implementation of
Asset Management Plans.

4. Direct the AFN to urge the Federal Government to provide resources to First Nations to support their fully
costed Asset Management plans now and into the future.

Certified of a resolution adopted on the 3 day of December 2019 in Ottawa, Ontario
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FINAL RESOLUTIONS

73 Executive Committee Portfolios

74 Chief's Committee

75 National Chief Oath of Office

76 Numerical Correction to Article 17 of AFN Charter
77 Regional Chief Qath of Office

78  Endorsement of the Preliminary Table of Contents for a First Nations Long-Term Water and Wastewater
Strategy Post-2021

79 Action Plan for First Nations homelessness on and off reserve
80  Federal Consultation & Transparency in First Nations Housing Program & Funding Changes
81 Dene Nation Control of Housing in Northwest Territories

82 Support for continuing development of Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) revised Operations and
Maintenance Policy and full funding of First Nations operations and maintenance needs

83  First Nations Control of Emergency Management
84 (Call for Emergency Operations Management Planning in First Nations
85 Support for a Proposed Training Institute on Emergency Management

86  Federal legislation to create a framework for implementation of the United Nations Declaration on Rights of
" Indigenous Peoples

87  New Process for Negotiation and Implementation of International Treaties

88  Re-affirming First Nation Regional Implementation Priorities for An Act Respecting First Nations, Inuit and
Metis children, youth and families

89 Continuing First Nations Income Assistance Program Reform
90 Support for the claims of the Survivor Class in Day Scholars
91 Support for the claims of Descendant Class and Band Class in Day Scholars

92 Reaffiming Support for a National Statutory Holiday on September 30 and Support for the Honouring and
Recognition Ceremony for the Blackwater et. Al. plaintiffs

93  National Gathering on Substance Use with Emphasis on Opioids and Crystal Methamphetamine
94 International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)

95 First Nations full partnership in the implementation of the Pan-Canadian Approach to Transforming Species at
Risk Conservation in Canada

96 Support for the implementation of Ahousaht et al (2009) Court Ruling

97 Protection of the Inherent Right of First Nations to use and possess Eagles Feathers and parts for social,
cultural and ceremonial purposes

98 Poverty Reduction for All First Nations in Canada

99 Sustainable Development and Financial Assurance

100 New Investments for First Nations involvement in the economy

101 Assembly of First Nations Priorities on Cannabis and Legislative Amendments to Bill C-45, the Cannabis Act
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Support for the complete reclamation and remediation of all closed and abandoned oil and gas extraction
sites, inclusive of all related infrastructure

Ending Reliance on Diesel Power in Rural and Remote First Nations

Support for the Penticton Indian Band in its Efforts to obtain justice for its valid South Okanagan Commonage
Specific Claims

Support for the Completion of the Ghotelnene K'odtineh Dene and the Athabasca Denesuline land claim
agreements

First Nations Tax Immunity

First Nations Inclusion in Fiscal Stabilization Discussions
Support of the Unvalidated Dayschool Society of Canada
First Nations Healing Approaches to the Opioid Crisis.

Call for Funding for First Nations to Provide Services and Supports for Adults with Disabilities in First Nations
throughout Canada

Support for the Nechi Institute
Motion calling for encouragement and urgent action by Heritage Canada to implement TRC Call to Action #81
Declaration of a Federal state of emergency for the Fraser River with a 60-day timeline to find a solution

Resolution Calling on Chief Paul Emilie Ottawa to withdraw his legal challenge to the Mclean Federal Indian
Day Schools Settlement

1760/61 Treaty Rights to Fish

Degradation of Mi'gmaq Land Base by Rising Sea Levels

Support for a First Nations Social Innovation and Social Finance Strategy

World Indigenous Treaty Summit 2020

Healing Programs for MMIWG2S Families

Treaty-Based Funding Arrangements A First Nations Sovereign Approach to Family Law and Child Welfare
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