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Standing Committee on Fisheries and Oceans
House of Commons
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6

Dear Chair and Vice-Chairs,

We write in respect to the Standing Committee on Fisheries and Oceans (FOPO) review of the Fisheries Act. 

First Nations views, positions and interests must be heard and considered in any deliberations of the FOPO concerning any review of the Fisheries Act. Missed opportunities to involve us reflect a failure to recognize, uphold and respect our Inherent and Treaty rights, title and jurisdiction, as well as the objectives of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UN Declaration). 

In addition to the legal and moral imperatives for Canada to consult with First Nations, our perspectives are essential to the safe and sustainable use of fish, ocean and aquatic resources, as well as the habitats they depend on and which we as First Nations steward. Our involvement means a deepening of knowledge and expertise that will ensure more balanced and effective decision-making to the benefit of all Canadians.

We therefore seek your support to be meaningfully included in this study, related hearings and any subsequent information-gathering exercise connected to it. This includes an invitation to appear and provide testimony to the FOPO. Our First Nation harvesters will continue to be directly affected by decisions concerning fisheries management and governance as well as development assessment relating to fish and fish habitat. Our views on jurisdiction, cumulative impacts, environmental protections, and the requirement of free, prior, and informed consent for any development affecting our rights and territories must be heard and carefully considered.

We respectfully request that the Committee ensure affected First Nations are invited to appear as witnesses prior to the cessation of the review of the Fisheries Act. Our testimony will ensure the Committee’s review reflects the realities on the ground and upholds Canada’s commitments under Section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Calls to Action, and the UN Declaration.

Sincerely,

[Full Name]
[Email]
[Location]



